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Date, Time & 
Location: 

September 10, 2004, 1:00 – 2:00 PM EDT 

Attendees:  Harshawardhan Bal Booz Allen Hamilton 
Thomas Casavant University of Iowa 
Leslie Derr National Cancer Institute 
Steven Eschrich Moffitt Cancer Center 
Subha Madhavan NCI 
Claire Zhu Booz Allen Hamilton 
Quing Ziao JPL 
    

Application 
Presentation: 

Rembrandt 

Subha Madhavan (NCI) gave a presentation of Rembrandt. The Slides can be 
downloaded from 
http://ncicbforums.nci.nih.gov/forums/cabigforum/lfs/icrlfs/SIGs/translational 

Rembrandt Q & A 

- How is data input handled? (H. Bal) 

o Rembrandt uses data from other databases such as caArray, SNPArray, and 
NCI’s clinical database. 

- Does Rembrandt provide data mining tools? (H. Bal) 

o Yes, there will be some data mining tools provided. 

- How does Rembrandt handle the analysis of microarray data from different 
sources?  

o One solution is to dictate data structure, from a syntactic perspective. 

o The DWD project in ICR is aimed at addressing the issue of comparing 
microarray data sets from different sources or even from different platforms 
(Juli) 

- It would be useful to integrate pathways information as well. (H. Bal) 

o It is the plan to ultimately integrate pathways resources. 

- Different functional genomics data are being generated for the same sample. How 
are these different data tracked back to the sample? (Juli) 

o This is not a problem with GMDI, where there is a format for sample names, 
and all the functional genomics data are being generated from the same lab. 
Sample name is used to link different types of data to a sample. For data 
generated from different labs, this can be harder. A lookup table may be used 
to map internal IDs to samples. 

- Rembrandt currently uses data warehouse architecture for practical purposes. The 
goal is to move towards federated databases. A key issue is to create extraction 
layers that extract relevant information from different databases. Does TrAPSS 
implement abstraction layers? (Subha) 

o Yes, but not the right person to offer greater details. (Tom C) 
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What is a Star Schema (used in Rembrandt)? (Juli) 

- It is just one type of database schema. There are good materials available on 
database schemas – Subha will send these to Juli. 

 

Other Items 
Discussed 

 

Name Responsible Action Item Date Due  Notes Action Items: 
Subha Madhavan Send slides and 

information on data 
warehouses to Juli 

9/10/04  

 Juli Klemm Distribute meeting 
minutes 

9/14/04  

 


